ZESZYTY NAUKOWE UNIWERSYTETU RZESZOWSKIEGO

SERIA FILOLOGICZNA
ZESZYT 6/2002 STUDIA ANGLICA RESOMVEENSIA ]

Joseph VOYLES

THE STATUS OF LINEAR B IN THE HISTORY OF
ANCIENT GREEK *

In the following we shall summarize the phonologichanges from Indo-
European into the Attic dialect of Ancient Greekcaf 200 BC. We have ordered
these changes in what we believe to be their velathronology of occurrence.
We shall then attempt to locate the position of d4im (also called Mycenaean)
Linear B Greek within this chronology.

The changes

The stages on the time line are ordered. The clsangkin each stage may
have occurred in any order or be roughly simultasede list the changes
within each stage in the alphabetical order ofahbreviations of them.

Stage 1 (? ca. 3000 BC).

(1a) Purported reflexes of laryngeals (Laryngeals).
h;, hp, hs 2> €, a, 0; O, &, 6 in various specific environments. E.g., IE 1 sing.
pres. hlesmi‘l am’ (Laryngeals) > ésmi'(Se s-h-@ below) >Attic Greelmi’
written <eimp. IE 1 sing. pressfi;stehﬁmi ‘| stand’ (Laryngeals) > distami
(3e s-h-@) > histami (6aa-to-E) > Attic GreekhistZmi.

1| want in the single footnote to his article toarfk Professor Carol Thomasof the
University of Washington for welcoming me into te@minar on Linear B Greek during the fall
quarter of 2000. Her many historical and pedagdgisaghts into this stage of the Greek language
have made it possible for me to write this papke Tisual exculpations apply: Professor Thomas is
in no way responsible for any errors or misintefgtiens which may occur in my presentation.
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(1b) Shortening of a vowel before a sonorant coasbiplus an obstruent
(V+Son Shortening). This is sometimes called “Osthdfw”. E.g., IE 3 pl.
aorist * égn5+nt ‘they knew' (V+Son Shortening) >e§nont (2e WF Stop
Dele) > Attic Greeleénon

Stage 2 (date ?).

(2a) Devoicing of the IE voiced aspirated consosdAispirate Devoicing).
b, d", o', g"" >p", ", K", K"". The later change of' i, K" to f, 8, x (written <g,
6, x >) occurs much later at about 300 AD. E.g., IEnhspres. plers ‘| carry’
(Aspirate Devoicing) > p'eré (2b &/6-to-E/O) > early Greekp'ers (later) >
ferO.

(2b) The change of + tensg 8/ to —tensel, O/ (¢/6-to-E/O).

It is generally assumed that IE closed or +teBs& became more open or —tense
IE,O/ (see on this Atkinson (1952:31)). E.g., IE Igsipres. #i+d"a+mi ‘I put’
(2a Aspirate Devoicing) >t%it"emi (2b &/6-to-E/O) > *"it"Emi (7b Grassmann)
> Attic Greektit"Emi.

(2c) A change of /o/ to /ul/ (o-to-u). This change sometimes called
“Cowgill's Law”. Its exact environment is not clear seems to apply between a

labial consonant and a sonorant consonant. E.quptR sing. neuterb?dljom
‘leaf’ (2a Aspirate Devoicing) >p"dljom (o-to-u) > *p"dljom (3a C+j Changes)
> *p"dllom (3d m-to-n) > p"dllon (6d u(;)-to-y(:)) > Attic Greelp"yllon.

(2d) The change of the syllabic sonorant consenantn, |, I/ to /a, am, an,
al, la, ar, ra/ in various environments (Syl S&y., IE nom. sing. g"m+t+is ‘a
step’ (Syl Son) >§"atis (4b t-to-s) y"dsis(5a Labiovelars) > Attic Grediasis.

(2e) Loss of word-final obstruent stops (WF Stop Delep., IE voc. sing.
*pawid ‘boy’, *gunaik ‘woman’, *wanakt ‘prince’ (WF Stop Dele) > pawi,
*gunai, *wana (6d u(:)-to-y(:), 7c w-Dele) > Attic Grega (written <pab, i.e.

< ai>), gynai, ana.

(2f) The word-stress rule (Word Stress). This regsentially retains the IE
word stress except in those well-defined instarvaesre it must be moved to
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the right. E.g., IE 2 pl. imperf*é+leik"+ete ‘you left (Word Stress) >
*elei'kwete(Sa Labiovelars) > Attic Greeekleibete

Stage 3 (date ?).

(3a) Changes of a consonant followed by /j/ (Chdres).®j &> ss, ) >
pt, K™ > ss, §% or dj>dz, ] > I, mj > nj (all of which if
preceded by a sonorant segment or if word-ijiti&.g., IE nom. sing. masc.

adj. *mé&"jos ‘middle’ (2a Aspirate Devoicing) >mé"jos (C+j Changes) >
early Attic Greekméssos latermésos

(3b) Changes in word-initial /j/ (##-Changes)> h and sometimes dz
word-initially. E.g., IE nom. sing. mascjos ‘who’ and nom. sing. neuter
*jugom ‘yoke’ (##j-Changes) >Hds anddzugan (3d m-to-n, 6d u(;)-to-y(;)) >
Attic Greekhds anddzygm written < zygm > = <Zyov>.

(3c) Metathesis of VCjiw to Vj/wC (j/w-Metathis). E.g., IE rhdja
‘part’ (j/w-Metathesis) > mdra = Attic Greekmoira; IE gen. sing. gonw+ G
‘knee’ (j/lw-Metathesis) > gowna = Attic Greekgounds.

(3d) The change of word-final /m/ to /n/ -{man). E.g., see the
derivation of IE b"dljom ‘leaf’ under 2c o-to-u above.

(3e) The changes of /s/ to /h/ and its eventualditioned disappearance
(s-h-@). E.g., IE 1 sing. pressé&s ‘| have’ (2a Aspirate Devoicing) >s&"6
(2b&/6-to-E/O) > *s&"O (s-h-@) > hé"O (7b Grassmann) > Attic Greek"O.

Stage 4 (date ?).

(4a) Insertion of word-initial “prothetic” vowelgProthesis). The exact
formulation of this change is not clear. An appnoaie formulation is that /a, e,
o/ are inserted — perhaps optionally — word-irlitiddefore /r, I, m, n, or w/

followed by a vowel. E.g., IE 1 sing. presadgo ‘I milk’ and the nom. sing.
masc. adj. fudrds ‘red’ (2a Aspirate Devoicing) >mégs and ‘rut'rds

(2b&/o-to-E/0) > *mdgO and *rutros (Prothesis) > amégO and *erutrds

(6d u(;) to-y (:)) > Attic GreelamdgO anderyt'rds.
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(4b) The change of /t/ to /s/ before a high voarelvord-initially before /w/
(t-to-s). E.g., IE §"nttis ‘step’ > Attic Greek as derived under 2d Syl Sonab

Stage 5 (date given below).

(5a) Changes in the labiovelars (Labiovelars). Basic change is Yk kK",
g/ > (a) It, t, d/ before /e() or i(:)/, (b)/p!m/ before /a(:) or o(:)/ and (c)

Ik, K", g/ before /u(:)/. E.g., IEK¥is ‘who’ (Labiovelars) > Attic Greetis, IE 1
sing. pres. $&"omai ‘I follow’ (3e s-h-@) > *hé&"omai (Labiovelars) > Attic
Greekhépomai

(5b) Changes in the sequence /Vns/ (Vns-Changés). sequence /Vns/
changes to /¥, Vs or \n/ in specific environments. E.g., |E acc. rpasc.
*tons‘those, them’ (Vns-Changes) > Attic Greigk, written < Tds >.

(5¢) Various vowel-sequence contractions (V-Cartoa). E.g., earlier
Greek 1 pl. pres. indimdomen‘we honor’ (V-Contraction) > later Attic Greek
trmomen

Stage 6 (400-200 BC).
(6a) The conditioned change af fo open £/ (a-to-E). This change occurs in

Attic and lonic, but not in Doric. E.g., IEnter ‘mother’ (2b &/6-to-E/O) >
*matEr (a-to-E) > Attic métEr vs. DoricmatEr.

(6b) Changes in consonant clusters (C-Cl Changesre are several of
these, such as |IE nom. sing. neuték"tnrt ‘eye’ (2d Syl Son) > *ok"mat (2e
WEF Stop Dele) > *ck"ma (5a Labiovelars) > 'opma(C-Cl Changes whereby
pm-> mm) > Attic Greelomma

(6¢c) Conditioned shortening of certain IE long hthongs (Diph
Shortening). E.g., IE nom. singndus ‘ship’, *g“ous ‘ox’ (5a Labiovelars) >
*naus and *bsus (Diph Shortening) >Attic Greekaus<ndis> andbous<bols>.

(6d) The change of /u(:)/ to Iy(:)/ (u(:)-to-y(:)See the derivation of IE

*jugam ‘yoke’ to Attic Greekdzygm under 3b ##j-Changes above.
Stage 7 (400-200 BC).
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(7a) The change of /ei, ou/ te, /o/ (ei/lou-toe/d). E.g., IE nom. sing.
*spoud; ‘speed’ (6aa-to-E) > spoud (ei/ou-to€/d) > Attic Greekspodz, spelled
<spoud>.

(7b) Grassmann’s Law (Grassmann). Aspirated cardsnare deaspirated
when preceding one or more sonorant segments phathexr aspirated

consonant. E.g., IE 1 sing. pres'dd"s ‘I persuade’ (2a Aspirate Devoicing) >
*p"éit"s  (2b e/o-to-E/O) *p'ét"O (2f Word Stress) pleit"O (Grassmann) >
Attic Greekpeit"O.

(7c) Conditioned deletion of /j/ and /w/ (j/w-Dé&tmn). This occurs in several
environments, particularly between vowels. E.g.ntin. sing. neuterdwégos
‘fear’ (j/lw-Deletion) > Attic Greeldéos

Stage 8 (200 BC).

(8a) Addition of /h/ word-initially before /r or(y/ (h-Addition). IE @-grade
ablaut *wdor ‘water’ = *udor (2b &/6-to-E/O, 6d u()-to-y(:)) > ¥dOr (h-
Addition) > Attic GreekhydOr.

(8b) Vowel shortening and quantitative metatheg§i&Shorteninng/Q-
Metathesis). E.g., early Greek gen. lpsilZ+ On ‘king’ (V-Shortening) > later
Attic basiléOn; early gen. singa£+0s ‘ship’ (Q-Metathesis) > later Attineds.

The relative chronologies

We have arrived at the above chronologies througbnaideration of (a) the
written records such as the occurrence of /j/ amdii Homeric texts, which
indicates that 7c j/w-Deletion is comparatwelate; and (b) the linguistic
evidence.

Some examples of the latter type of evidence asethin view of the limited
extent of the present article, we cite only faw examples of our
methodology: (i) 2a Aspirate Devoicing musieqede 7b Grassmann: IE 1

sing. pres. d&"ib"G ‘smoke’ (2a Aspirate Devoicing) > t"ip"s (7b
Grassmann, ev.) > Attic Gregfp"O. If the sequence had been 7b Grassmann >
2a Aspirate Devoicing, the Attic Greek form would b*dyp"0. (i) 3e s-h-@
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must precede 4b t-to-s: IEIF+t+is ‘gift’ (4b t-to-s, ev.) > Attic Greelddsis I

the sequence had been 4b t-to-s > 3e s-h-@, tlie@eek form would be *ddis.
(iif) Some changes such as 7a ei/owf@-7b Grassmann, 7c j/w-Deletion, 8a
h-Addition, 8b V-Shortening/Q-Metathesis do not esarily precede an other
changes and so are presumably late.

The Linear B evidence

We now turn to a consideration of the forms attk#tethe Minoan Greek of
Linear B to see where this stage of Greek may fiaugo our chronology. This
Greek is attested from about 1800 BC in syllabamwmf on numerous clay
tablets, which are catalogues of items from royalideholds. Not all of the
tablets have been deciphered; and those which Ipageent interpretive
problems for various reasons such as the factsyitble-final consonants are
generally not written, /I/ and /r/ are not distinghed, nor for the most part are
the obstruents pp, b/, £, t, d/, IR, k, g/ or /K", k¥, ¢"/ (see on this Chadwick
(1995); Hooker (1980) and Ventris and Chadwick @95

In the following we shall list the changes enunmedah section 1 above and
cite those Linear B forms which indicate the ocence or non-occurrence of a
particular change.

(1a) Laryngeals. If this change did in fact océuseems to have happened
by the time of Linear B. E.g., Linear B-pu-do-si‘payment’ for apudosis
possibly from h,epu+do+t+is where there is no trace of the laryngeal (Ventris
and Chadwick, hereafter V&C, (1953:100)). Likewiseear Ba-pi ‘around’ for
ampi from *h,emBi anda-ke‘has’ for agei from *h,egeti(Hooker 1980:49 and
160).

(1b) V+Son Shortening. No evidence.

(2a) Aspirate Devoicing. Has occurred. V & C (19%2) noteThe use of a
separate series of signs fordnd d makes it possible to show that the Indo-
European *dh has already become voiceless [...].

(2b) &/6-to-E/O. No evidence.

(2c) o-to-u. No evidence.

(2d) Syl Son. Has occurred. Hooker (1980:6%ptes, Negative
compounds are formed with the prefix a(n)- (<)ijust as in later Greek

(2e) WF Stop Dele. Has presumably occurred. Chad{@995:75) notes
the following about the orthographic conventiond.imfear B:[...] the only final
consonants admitted by Greek, (0 9 are omitted [word-finally], and this
practice is then extended to medial closed sylabpleg and to other sounds of
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these classes, (). If this analysis is correct, then WF Stop Dele applied so
that the only word-final consonants are indeed, /s,
(2f) Word Stress. No evidence.

(3a) C+j Changes. Has occurred. E.g., Lineand&@zo'larger’ for medzn
from *megpn (C & V (1953:89)); and Linear Bo-pe-za'table’ for torpedza
from *torpedja(Hooker 1980:54).

(3b) ##j-Changes. Has occurred. E.g., Linear zB; probably an
abbreviation foze-uk-o'yoke’ = dzeugorfrom *jeugom(Hooker 1980:165).

(3c) j/w-Metathesis. Has not occurred. E.g., Lm&ko-wo ‘boys’ for
korwoi instead of *kowroi, in which case it would have been writterk#tro (V
& C (1953:89)). This change occurs in the developnaé Attic Greek, but not
in that of the Doric dialects which presumably degdrom the dialect area of
Linear B.

(3d) m-to-n. No evidence.

(3e) s-h-@. Has occurred. E.g., LineareBje-ta‘followers’ for heK'etai
from *seK'etai (V & C (1953:96)). V & C (1953:102) notd& he loss of initial
and intervocalios is amply attested

(4a) Prothesis. Has occurred. E.g., Linear-RI-to-ro ‘Red’ [proper name]
for erut’orosfrom *rud"oros (Hooker 1980:68).

(4b) t-to-s. Has occurred. See the derivatiorppiidosis‘payment’ from
*h,epu+do+t+isunder 1a Laryngeals above.

(5a) Labiovelars. Has not occurred. E.g., the &inB enclitic ge ‘and’
from *-k"g, later occurring as Attic Gree& (V & C (1953:90)). Also Linear B
go-u-ko-ro‘cowherds’ forg“oukoloifrom *g"oukoloi later Attic Greekbolkoloi
(V & Cibid.).

(5b) Vns-Changes. No evidence. V & C (1953:102gnjo..] the spelling
rules allow so much scope that it is impossibleetbif the form e-ko-si ['have’]
corresponds t@&xouat, EXwal, EXOOL, Or eVENEXOLOTL.

(5¢) V-Contraction. Has not ocurred. E.g., Lin&e-re-ta-o ‘rower’ for
ereteOn instead oferetOn (Hooker 1980:56). V & C (1953:102) notes that in
Minoan formg[...] contraction seems to be unknown [...].

(6a) a:-to-E:. Has not occurred. V & C (1953:10@)es that in Minoan
formsJ...] a is never changed tg][...].

(6b) C-Cl Changes. No evidence.

(6¢) Diph Shortening. No evidence.

(6d) u(:)-to-y(:). No evidence.

(7a) eilou-tce/d. No evidence.
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(7b) Grassmann. No evidence.

(7c) jlw-Deletion. Has not occurred. E.g., Lin@ako-wo'boys’ for korwoi,
not **koroi. Otherwise the word would be written as Linear*Ro-ro (V & C
(1953:89)). Also Linear Bva-na-ka‘king’ for wanaksfrom *wanaks later
Greekanaks(V & C (1953:91)). And Linear Bo-jo ‘of this’, later tou (Hooker
1980:60).

(8a) h-addition. No evidence.
(8b) V-Shortening/Q-Metathesis. No evidence.

Conclusions

We draw three conclusions from the above datat,Hiisear B Minoan
Greek seems to commence from about the beginningtage 5 in our
chronology. Hence stage 5 dates from about 1300 BC.

Second, given that the IE phonological system waseshing like this:

p t k K i(:) u(z)
b d g g” e() o()
b d g d a(:)
s
m nand m n

and given the changes up to stage 5, then the Misgstem of Linear B must
have been something like this:

p t k K i(:) u(:)
p" t" K" K EC) O()
b d g d a(:)

dz h

S
m n

|

r

Finally, the word for ‘horsei-qo is attested in various Minoan sources (V &
C (1953:100); Hooker (1980:167); Chadwick (1995)9%his is probably for
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hik"os The later Greek form iGippos The IE antecedent for both forms is
something like #K'os To our knowledge, it has not been noted in ttegdture
on Minoan Greek that the historical derivation luiEtform is uniquely aberrant
in both Minoan and in later Greek. That is, fromlB *ek‘osone would expect

Minoan **eK'os namely *e-qq and later Greek #pos Why Minoani-qo

and Attichipposoccur is not clear. In any event, these forms ith Bhdinoan as
well as in later Greek indicate that both of thdidects belong to one and the
same |E linguistic community which — at least fbistform — underwent the
same uniquely aberrant changes.
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