ZESZYTY NAUKOWE WYZSZEJ SZKOLY PEDAGOGICZNEJ
W RZESZOWIE

SERIA FILOLOGICZNA
ZESZYT 42/2001 STUDIA ANGLICA RESOVIENSIA 2

Konrad KLIMKOWSKI

STUDIA ANGLICA RESOVIENSIA 1, edited by Grzegorz A. KLEPARSKI,
ZESZYTY NAUKOWE WSP W RZESZOWIE, SERIA
FILOLOGICZNA, ZESZYT 38, WYDAWNICTWO WY ZSZEJ
SZKOLY PEDAGOGICZNEJ W RZESZOWIE, 2000. PP. 132.

ISSN 0867-0757

It is a visible sign of our times that opening andintaining of a Department
of English has become a must for each and evergeata centre. More and
more young people decide on studying the Englisiguage and culture. The
remarkable interest in English Studies has alsm lmeompanied by a huge
growth in the number of schools that give studemsopportunity to do such
studies. Since 1990 there have appeared more tdarem new Departments of
English, organised either within the already ergptuniversities, or built from
scratch, usually in the form of the so-called Teachraining Colleges. The
accumulated resources of human energy, ambition aeadtivity that these
schools possess do not let them confine themsdtvegaching and giving
diplomas. They very often enter the scene of sieictivity, contributing to it
in the form of numerous conferences they orgardsd, volumes they publish.
One of the most remarkable examples of this trerttié volume entitle@tudia
Anglica Resoviensia, Bdited by G. A. Kleparski.

The basic division of the volume contents matchas of most other works
in the field of English Studies, that is, into tHeguistic, literary and
methodological section. The whole structure is detegl by a short appendix of
literary reviews (though we have decided to excliam from the scope of the
discussion in this review). The wide range of tspiecluded in the volume is
probably the strongest asset of the publicatiope@slly in view of the fact that
the volume is the first in what is planned to aeser

The linguistic component includes a variety of papthat cover distinct
fields of linguistic analysis, from phonology to agmatics. The formal
approach to linguistics is represented by two papey K. Jaskuta and
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K. Klimkowski. The former \What governs phonology?s a survey of the
approaches to phonology proposed by the so-callededment Phonology
theory. The key assumption of the theory is theadjpe from the division into
the abstract phonological and the phonetic tiesafnd structure. Government
Phonology also reduces considerably the compledfitthe huge reservoir of
phonological features recognised by the classieslecative SPE model. Of
course, the change is more than quantitative. Elatufes established within
the new system work in a way different from Jakaiigo binarity. Introducing
the notion of the head is also an important altenao the way phonology has
been discussed so far. The greatest advantages giaper in question seems
the fact that despite the complexity of the mattérsntroduces, and the
terminology the reader has to digest, the wholesgmgtion is very clear and
makes an easy read even for someone who has notaoeeainted with the
issues under discussion.

The other paper The rules of word formation and the diachronic
development of conceptahich we decided to qualify as belonging to forma
linguistic studies concerns word formation. The maljective of the paper is a
search for diachronic relations between variougswdf word formation. The
paper rests on the thesis that the history of Ehgkveals traces of the evolution
of word formation processes, and that this evolusibows a considerable degree
of regularity. A hypothesis made by the author thatrules of word formation
evolve in a well-defined order is to give eviderteehe above claim as regards
the regularity of morphological change. The hypsitiés supported only by a
handful of relevant examples, the number of whighunfortunately, delimited
by the format of the whole volume.

The remaining papers in the linguistic section emtate on the issues of
language use and semantic analysis. In his papéteérMetonymy and the
growth of lexical categories related to the conceptcategory FEMALE
HUMAN BEINGG. A. Kleparski makes an attempt at explainingdbmplexity
of the conceptual category of FEMALE HUMAN BEING byeans of the
mechanism of metonymy. Alike the previous papes #tudy is diachronic in
nature, and constitutes a continuation of the alghesearch on the issues of the
above-mentioned conceptual category. This is wieyaiithor’s claims are well
illustrated with the relevant data.

G. A. Kleparski is also a co-author of another papehe volume entitled
Nonverbales: Gesten und Raumbeziehungssprache gewahblte Probleme
Paralinguistischer Untersuchungewritten in cooperation with B. Lipcagka.
The paper’s main concern is how the non-verbal medrcommunication are
involved in linguistic communication. The paperaigpresentation of the whole
range of concepts and conceptions related to thaguing and complex issue.
The synthetic character of the survey, and its saspe make the paper a very
valuable study and testify to the authors’ vastauathnding of the subject matter
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and their profound knowledge of the relevant theomé investigations in the
field.

The two papers in linguistics that are still to Biscussed share their
theoretical background: they are both represemsitof the theory of cognitive
linguistics. S. Koziot Cognitive linguistics and postmodernijspursues a very
complex and interesting objective of relating cdgei linguistics and
postmodernism on the level of conceptual apparattss the both theories use.
The search is based on a selection of texts by ipsorh figures of
postmodernism and the well-known formulation of dognitive conceptions of
language. The findings are quite impressive, thaug could possibly expect to
find in a linguistic study some deeper analysishef consequences of the theory
of postmodernism on the cognitive theory of langua@n the other hand, the
paper as it stands, is still a valuable theoretaitribution to the broadly
understood language studies.

Last, but not least comes the paper by M. PadutileenMetaphorical
awareness of the native speakers of English in dbeceptualizations of
HAPPINESSUnlike the previous paper, this constitutes a kiddomment on
an experiment performed by the author on the gafupative speakers which
was to cast light on how speakers of English camcef the concept of
HAPPINESS. The outcome of the experiment is preseint the form of a list of
conceptual metaphors of HAPPINESS that the subjeets able to provide. To
our mind, the most striking fact that this papesesds is the evident discrepancy
between the poverty of the semantic informationthed concept’s dictionary
entry, and the cornucopia of meanings that speakerable to associate with it.

Although the literary section includes only fourppses, the topics they
discuss represent a very wide spectrum of probldrosa literary theory to
literary translation. The papers by G. Maziarczykl &. Kallaus rely on two
important notions of literary theory. The formerkea reference to the concept
of implied readerThe implied reader: A short history of the t¢rrand may be
considered a detailed survey of the literaturehinfteld. The paper is presented
in a way that makes it a good point of departureffiother discussion on that
matter.

The latter paperdance as reconciliation of opposites: A poeticsthation
of Yeat's system of beliefsy A. Kallaus) draws on the concept of metaphat, b
unlike the former, it is a practical attempt tockaa particular type of complex
metaphor in the works of W.B. Yeats. Kallaus ssive show how the metaphor
of ‘the dance of opposites’ permeates Yeats’ paatisterpieces and how it helps
him express his system of beliefs.

J. Mlnkner’s paper entitledietnam revisited: The thrill of a war in Peter
Straub’s “Koko” represents still a different area within Englistudses.
Methodologically, the paper constitutes a detaidedhlysis of Peter Straub’s
novel on the war in Vietham. However, the war i$ tiee central issue of the
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paper. Instead, it only provides a context for aaber discussion on the
consequences that the conflict brought about iltherican society.

The literary suite is completed by A. Pietrzykowskdady Macbeth’s
second soliloquy in Polish translatipa very interesting study in the theory and
practice of literary translation. The author depsla detailed analysis of the
difficulties a translator may face in translatingeoof the most prominent parts of
Shakespeare’d ady Macbeth Pietrzykowska is of opinion that the major
obstacles to the translation process are the stalctliscrepancies between
English and Polish.

The third group of papers iStudia Anglica Resoviensia & devoted to
methodological research. Unfortunately, the scamitthe section is one of the
weakest point of the volume, which, because of féetseems unbalanced. The
two papers that are included in this short seai@nconstructed in a similar way.
They both represent experimental rather than thieatesort of research,
although the research objectives differ. T. Hrelilds (Secondary school
English teachers and communicative language tegg¢main interest is to what
extent the communicative approach to language tegdias been adopted by
the teachers of English in the Resovian region. &pmeriment leads the author
to the conclusion that the teachers seem to gefemnce to traditional didactic
systems and devices. It must be stressed that xperiment is prepared,
presented and concluded upon in a very intereammagformally correct way.

J. Wotk’'s Resonance technique of acquisition of English:rAifg point in
teaching techniquepresents the so-called resonance technique ofudaeg
teaching (later on RT), and there may be littlelddbat the author is a strong
advocate of that methodological approach. Althotighpaper gives no explicit
definition of RT teaching, one may conclude that thain logic behind this
theory is ‘learning through listening’. Unlike othapproaches, here listening
(i.e. understanding and learning through listenioghstitutes the core of the
language acquisition process. Although Wolk's psgdcseems noteworthy, the
question arises if the author’s intention is to m&d a new independent system
of teaching, or just another sub-component of thley didactic process of
learning/teaching a foreign language. On the omel he/otk refers to RT as a
new technique of and a turning point in teachingligh, on the other, in his
conclusion he suggests that the technique shouktlynbelp people improve
their listening skills. If we choose the formerlie the author’s opinion, Wotk’s
proposal seems to offer more than it can give: wkglusively concentrate on
listening skills in teaching English and how to yathat the knowledge the
students acquire is used actively? If the lattes the author’s intention, we may
conclude that RT is a valuable tool for improviigidning skills.

In our opinion, the present volume $fudia Anglica Resovienslas two
dimensions. Firstly, it is a collection of 14 papeontributing to the field of
English Studies. In the circumstances in which Ehg&tudies find themselves
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in Poland, and especially in the eastern regionh®fcountry, these 14 papers
are a vital contribution to the whole of the reskan the domain. One cannot
ignore the fact that such volumes grant an enornatace to many young
scholars to present their views, opinions and $ifiemork in public.

Secondly, the volume must be considered an inigatf an academic
institution breaking through the barrier of theathing-only’ attitude. This latter
aspect of the present publication augurs well Herfuture of English Studies in
Poland, if the editors are insistent enough inrtb#orts to present to the world
the achievements of the vast numbers of scholai$ gaudents!) representing a
variety of scholarly centres.

Every human work suffers from its drawbacks and takiss, but
paradoxically, it is mistakes that make us thinkwafys to correct them, and
correcting mistakes seems the only way to improvenand progress. A
drawback that is always the easiest to put oublanaes like the reviewed one is
the fact that certain domains of English Studiegehaot even been covered
(culture studies, though Minkner’'s paper on Vietnaay be said to represent
that domain), and that the presence of others isntarginal (methodology).
Another problem that the editors of the series feitle in the future is how to
better organise the volume contents. It seemsetbaecially the literary section
covers too broad a scope, and should rather bedetiviinto smaller
subcomponents (e.g. literary theory, translaticoti, etc). Needless to say, the
solution to both problems may only be found throaghincrease in the number
of contributors, or, possibly, by delimiting thesas of research to be included.

On the whole, it seems that as for its early détyslia Anglica Resoviensia
has made a good start, and we hope the seriesits way to intellectual and
scholarly development. We also hope it will conéinw play its othersocial
role, that is, granting an opportunity to young deraic staff and students to
publish the outcome of their research. This aspédbeing a young scholar
seems one of the most difficult problems in an aoad career in Poland, and so
series such aStudia Anglica Resoviensiould be considered a vital part of the
activities of any academic centre for English Stadi
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