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First Facts First,as its author stated in his ‘Introductory Word'jrisended
as a textbook for those who aim to study EnglislioRigy. Therefore, the
following remarks are meant to provide at leastdi@l answer to the question
of how wellFirst Facts Firstis likely to serve its main goal.

It goes without saying that mastering a foreigrgleage requires the learner
to study the target language culture as well. Hemfiéearners wish to make their
linguistic knowledge complete they need to scragninany materials related to
the target language culture. For this reason, laggueachers emphasise the
importance of using authentic materials as welp@sications on Anglo-Saxon
culture in teaching English.

Clearly, a lot has been written on British and Aireem culture, in fact, very
comprehensible and in-depth studies of a wide rahgspects of Britain and the
USA have been offered by Bromhead (1985), McDowaB93), Diniejko
(1985), O’Driscoll (1997), to mention but a few. \Wever, these and other
similar publications usually attempt to present seasof essential facts as well
as detailed extra information alongside the mait t&ften in the form of charts
and graphs, extracts from popular fiction and n@psps. The merits of these
and other publications of this type are unquesbtmaas they seem to answer
virtually all kinds of questions that one might ef@mulate. On the other hand,
it is possible to come across publications whiah @iterly unsuitable for the
level of language competence of secondary schaahées. The authors of these
publications (see, for example Laird (1987), Bitbaad Florin (1992)) present
information in an unintelligible way, using compleyntactic structures and
sophisticated vocabulary items. Yet, very few boteksd to give a concise and
plain presentation of facts that, in turn, wouldtchathe proficiency level of a
secondary school learner. The reviewast Facts First in contrast, seems to
take into account the consideration mentioned above
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What is more, the title under review differs gredtlom what has been
published on the Polish book market, in thatpibvides the reader with
fundamental information about the culture of GrBatain and the USA that
should naturally come first, as the author righdlggmits. First Facts First
produces the impression that it may be recommendethose who seek a
comprehensible, condensed, lucid and easy to fopawlication on Anglo-
Saxon culture. Besides, the intended reader shmndfit fromFirst Facts First
due to its adequate language and appropriate ipgl@dgtissues.

The main body oFirst Facts Firstconsists of three main sections, the first
of which presents the most important facts aboeaGBritain; the second offers
the presentation of the most essential issuesipegdato the United States of
America. The third section entitlétest Your Culture (Self-Studgdntains five
exemplary multiple choice tests of varying diffigul The epilogue and
references follow the main body.

The book under examination, as noted in the ‘Intobory Word’, makes no
attempt at presenting a detailed description ofucellof the English-speaking
countries but it covers a first-hand knowledge bé tarea providing the
prospective reader with selective but up-to-daterimation. It is noteworthy that
each section is accompanied by the appended festnohich offer relevant and
absorbing details related to the discussed issues.

In addition, what adds to the value of the booits€xcellent organisation.
All the basic points are pigeonholed in clear-adt®ns and their main entries
are highlighted by means of bold type. It is certiwat such an arrangement of
the material enables the reader to identify rudiraenor intended information
without any effort.

It is also worth pointing out that apart from thesential facts, the author
discusses a great number of minor issues that rbighdaf great interest to the
reader. This includes the author’s discussion endifferences between British
and American English — a subject matter frequegtipred by other publications
on culture. Another interesting point is the authautline on the nature of
language change, language borrowings and vocabadytions.

Moreover, it is also crucial that the book dealshwhe question of British
and American literature. The author reveals a sumibisi overview of the most
outstanding authors and their works in British @mrderican literature. These
sections that abound in names, dates and titleulntedly form an adequate
and clear source of reference. Thus learnerscpéatly those intending to study
English, would find these sections absolutely ipdissable for further analysis
in the field of literature.

First Facts Firstrequires careful attention due to its effort irgenting the
most remarcable American inventors and inventibas thanged the world. The
value of these sections is highlighted, as the imeed issue is often neglected
in similar publications on culture.
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The book provides the reader with a survey of @agell-worth seeing in
Great Britain and the USA. It is only regrettablatt while discussing these
landmarksFirst Facts Firstfails to present any information about places lort
seeing in Northern Ireland.

Among the various issues discussed in the bookruedeéew, one may have
the impression that subjects like art, religion siowand judicial systems are left
out. One could speculate that at least a roughneutif these issues mentioned
above would have made the book under discussiopleten

First Facts First pays particular attention to show life, traditioasd
national holidays in Britain and the USA, respeslyy Moreover, it gives a
glimpse of the most popular celebrations, spectfiesr dates and explains their
nature. One would only hope to find Christmas unttier heading ‘National
Holidays in the USA.

As mentioned before, other publications on Britesid American culture
very often present information in the form of ckamhaps, graphsirst Facts
First supplies the reader with two sketchy maps: one ctiephe United
Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland whilee other displays the
United States of America. It is a pity that thadais far from being adequate, as
it does not mark Alaska and Hawaii. Hence, the ngpf a limited and
misleading value, to put it mildly. Unfortunatetiiere are some errors and typos
in the reviewed book, for examplg, long civil war, known as the War of the
Roses, between the House of Lancaster (whose emadem white rose), and
the House of York (whose emblem was a red rosagddrom 1455 to 1485ee
page 20), which is the other way round.

The provision of visual stimuli is one of the thinghich one clearly misses
in the book under review. Nevertheless, this deficy is compensated by the
multiple-choice tests given at the end of the hao&bDue to these sample tests,
numerous questions posed in the book may be reiegdrnand reviewed by the
learners on their own. Apart from the exemplary-seldy tests, the final section
of the book offers weights and measurement tatlesloubtedly, readers will
find this section extremely practical as conversabiways causes problems to
anyone studying English.

Having read the first and second parts of the btuk reader is, somewhat
unexpectedly, confronted with three essays whiehl@osely related to the rest
of the book as they display some personal peraeptam Polish, British and
American culture of three individual people. Carlgi their value lies in the
gripping presentation of some noticeable crosgicalldifferences.

The book ends with an epilogue and reference Tibe latter gives the
impression of clarity and accuracy. This also eferthe language and style of
this book. In addition to the skilful organisatiohmaterial, the carefully chosen
vocabulary items and the grammatical structures bittok’s major advantage is
what the author had hoped to achieve, nantétgt Facts Firstseems to have
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met its goal. Clearly, that publication will helppose who intend to learn
fundamental facts about Anglo-Saxon countries astnféolish educational
institutions.

What is more, the book under review may be viewatdonly as a handbook
on Anglo-Saxon culture but also as a practical awf reference on language
use. In particular the ‘Introductory Word’, skilfylwritten, is coupled with a
Polish translation. Consequently, such a deviceesamwo main goals: primarily,
it introduces the readers to the content of thekpsecondly, it provides them
with a perfect example of a skilful translationy fostance,Undoubtedly, any
attempt to qualify the answer *‘About 20 million’iagprecise verges on a Monty
Python-type/sense of humoand its Polish equivalenNazwanie nigislq
odpowiedzi ‘Okoto 20 milionéw’ zakrawa naart rodem z ‘Rejsu’ M.
Piwowskiegogertainly supports the opinion expressed above.

All in all, the successful selection of the moatiraentary information that
should be studied first allows any student to asstimt they will benefit from
readingFirst Facts First It is to be hoped that the second editiorrio$t Facts
First would provide a better version of the book publishe1999. Likewise, the
readers will certainly be looking forward dext Facts Nexannounced in the
preface ofFirst Facts First.
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