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Summary

The Coryphaeus of Poetry:
A Monograph on the Works of Ignacy Szydlowski

The dissertation is the first attempt to present the creative profile of Ignacy
Szydlowski (1793—1846). Hailed in his time as the “coryphaeus of poetry” of Vilnius,
nowadays this poet holds the status of a forgotten figure, and his work has not yet been
presented in a monograph.

The composition of the dissertation reflects the scope of Szydiowski’s intellectual
activity; thus, the individual chapters correspond to the successive functions that he fulfilled
in the cultural life of Lithuania in the first half of the 19th century.

The first chapter, entitled Ignacy Szydlowski: Biography Sketch, aims to reconstruct
the writer’s biography. Based on information obtained from archival documents, such as
parish records or job descriptions of school personnel of the Vilnius Scientific District, the
author establishes and organises biographical facts, while correcting entries concerning the
poet found in the New Korbut Bibliography of Polish Literature and the Polish Biographical
Dictionary. The findings contained in this part of the dissertation serve as the basis for the
identification and description of four stages of Szydtowski’s life. The first stage covers about
seventeen years (1793-1810), beginning with his childhood spent in his home village of
Hajna, and ending with his graduating from the Minsk gymnasium. For Szydlowski, who was
to later become a “judge in matters of literature™, this was the period of elementary education,
quite cohesive in geographical terms, as he spent it entirely within one province (Minsk
Govemorate), in the territory of present-day Belarus. The second stage, covering the years
1810-1823, is the most prolific period in Szydlowski’s biography. The turning point that
marks its beginning is his commencement of studies at the teachers’ seminary at the Vilnius
University, which shaped his intellectual profile and influenced his decision to tie his future
with the capital of Lithuania. This includes his teaching career in the Svislach and Vilnius

gymnasiums. Furthermore, this stage covers the entirety of Szydlowski’s poetic work, which















