Patriotic work of Wladyslaw Grodecki

Cultural-linguistic aspects

Summary

The aim of this dissertation is to carry out a cultural and linguistic analysis of the texts
written and published by the Polish traveler and journalist Wiadystaw Grodecki (1942-2018). The
analysis of the material is made with the use of the tools of linguistics, including axiolinguistics as
well pragmalinguistics and the theory of speech acts. The task undertaken by the present author is to
investigate the means of valuating political views, human achievements and behavior through
language in Grodecki's journalism. Particular attention is paid to the pragmatic analysis of
language, including the theory of speech acts for approval and disapproval, praise and self-praise,
thanksgiving, condolences, advice, suggestion and requests. The work examines also vocabulary
expressing positive and negative emotions as well as a number of rhetorical devices. Most used
figures of speech are similes, repetitions, synecdoches, hyperboles, rhetorical questions and literary
references. Moreover, particular attention is paid to the great number and diversity of metaphors.
Grodecki used a great range of conventional metaphors, but also created a lot by himself using ideas
from the fields of geography, history, and arts. He also used symbols causing strong emotions such
as blood, tears, heart, etc. Characteristic to his work are the means of conveying feelings and
subjective impression to the dimension of time and space. In this context his metaphor of the map of
life is particularly significant. It refers not only to over a hundred travels undertaken by one of the
greatest Polish travelers abroad but also to happy and well as painful experience which could be
metaphorically represented by seas of tears, valleys of sadness, hills of joy or peaks of happiness.
The analysis covers over two hundred and fifty representative texts of the Polish traveler, published

in 1994-2018 as well as a selection of archive materials such as travel journals and correspondence.

The analysis of the material leads us to the conclusion that one of the most important values
for Grodecki was patriotism. Being born in a small village in Southeastern Poland while thousands
of firstly Jewish, then Soviet and Polish captives were annihilated in the neighboring concentration
camp of Pustkéw, and having experienced some episodes of the Second World War himself,
Grodecki very early in his life was taught to feel a strong ethnic identity. His parents were peasants
who raised their four children to love their fatherland and to be proud of Polish history and heritage.
So every aspect of Grodecki’s life was influenced by his love of everything that was Polish, until

eventually it led him to his mission of traveling around the world in order to find Polish immigrants






