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Summary of doctoral dissertation on

The theme of vampire in Polish literature

The dissertation is devoted to the figure of a vampire in Polish literature from the
Enlightenment to the twenty-first century. It is an attempt at a cross-sectional presentation of
the ways in which the vampire functions in prose and poetry, as well as showing the changes
in his image throughout the ages. One of the topics covered is the convergence of individual
literary characters with the folk prototype, as well as the stereotypical image established in
popular culture. The discussed works refer to the motif directly or they do it indirectly, by
giving the characters vampiric features, such as drinking blood or liminal existence. The
vampire theme is one of the most vital in literaturc and mass culture. It has numerous
connotations and is eagerly used by writers, poets, painters and filmmakers. The changes
taking place in the image mirror the moods and postulates of a particular epoch, and the
constant reinterpretations of the motif allow to maintain its vitality.

The introductory part is divided into two chapters. The first one (Historical genesis of
the figure of a vampire) is an attempt to place the figurc of the vampire in the historical and
cultural context, from antiquity, through the beliefs of peoples from different regions of the
world, to the present day. The particular emphasis was placed on Slavic mythology,
organically linked to the figurc of the vampire and on the etymology of the word itself. The
dissertation presents detailed beliefs about vampirism, such as the ways of transformations
and remedies, as well as the differences between its various variants. It also introduces the
occurrence of vampirism from a scientific perspective.

Chapter two, entitled From Horror to Fascination and Parody. The image of
a vampire in culture, shows in a concisc way the "career" of a vampire in culture. It presents
the most important works dealing with vampire themes, both literary and film, among which
Dracula by Bram Stocker has a special place - a novel that still exerts an overwhelming
influence on the common perception of the vampire. The topics covered are also computer
games using the theme as well as modern understanding of the concept, including energy

vampirism.









