
A COURSE SYLLABUS – DOCTORAL SCHOOL 
REGARDING THE QUALIFICATION CYCLE FROM 2022 TO 2026 

 
GENERAL INFORMATION ABOUT COURSE 

Course title Doctoral Laboratory 
Name of the unit running the course Doctoral School at University of Rzeszów 
Type of course (obligatory, optional) obligatory 
Year and semester of studies I-VIII 
Discipline Visual arts and conservation of works of art 
Language of Course Polish 
Name of Course coordinator  
Name of Course lecturer Jadwiga Sawicka 
Prerequisites Learning outcomes achieved during second-cycle art studies; broad 

knowledge of contemporary culture, ability to critically analyze and 
interpret visual art works, artistic or design activity. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF COURSE 
(100-200 words) 

The main aim of the course is to use of the artistic process as a primary way of understanding and 
examining life experience and selected problems.  Another aim is to develop the abilility to construct 
the theoretical background for creative practice, perfect artistic skills, vision and conceptual thinking 
To this end artists’ writings, statements and their creative strategies will be analysed.   
Interdisciplinarity and conceptual approach will be of special importance as well as artwork influenced 
by sociology, anthropology, history, or literature. Interdisciplinarity and openness to the variety of 
media will expand the theoretical knowledge and enrich the artistic practice. 
The aim of the course is also  to reflect on the language of writing about art in the context of one’s own 
work; to prepare the description of doctoral thesis i.e. the work of art. 
 

COURSE LEARNING OUTCOMES  AND METHODS OF EVALUATING LEARNING OUTCOMES  
Learning 
outcome 

 

The description of the 
learning outcome defined for 

the course 

Relation to the 
degree 

programme 
outcomes 
(symbol) 

Learning Format 
(Lectures, classes,…) 

Method of 
assessment of 

learning 
outcomes (e.g. 
test, oral exam, 
written exam, 

project,...) 
Knowledge  
(no.) 

(Knows and understands)    

1. (so as to be able to revise 
existing paradigms) global 
achievements in the field of fine 
arts, including theoretical basis 
and general issues and selected 
detailed issues concerning visual 
culture 

P8S_WG1  
 

Lab Classes Art practice, 
carrying out 
an art  
project: visual 
essay) 
 

2. Major tendencies in 
contemporary art 

P8S_WG2  
 

Lab Classes Art practice, 
carrying out 
an art  
project: visual 
essay) 
 

3. Methodology of research in the 
field of visual arts and 
conservation of works of art and 
with reference to student’s own 
artwork 

P8S_WG3  
 

Lab Classes Art practice, 
carrying out 
an art  
project: visual 
essay) 



 
4. Methodology of artistic 

research, including research 
planning principles and their 
implementation, making use 
of interdisciplinary research 
techniques and tools. 

P8S_WG4 Lab Classes Art practice 

Skills  
(no.) 

(Able to)    

1. Apply the knowledge of various 
fields (humanities and fine arts) 
to creatively identify and 
inventively solve complex 
problems or carry out research 
tasks, in particular: 

- define the objective and subject 
of artistic research, formulate a 
research hypothesis, 

- develop methods, techniques, 
research tools and apply them 
creatively, 

- draw conclusions based on 
artistic research 

P8S_UW1  
 

Lab Classes Art practice, 
carrying out 
an art  
project: visual 
essay) 
 

2. use scientific literature to 
identify and solve research 
and innovation problems; can 
use the appropriate workshop 
to create new elements of 
these achievements. 

P8S_UW2  
 

Lab Classes Art practice 

3. conduct a critical analysis and 
evaluation of aristic research 
results, expert activity and 
other creative works and their 
contribution to the 
development of knowledge. 

P8S_UW3 Lab Classes Art practice 

Social 
competence  
(no.) 

(Ready to)   Art practice 

1. Critically assess achievements in 
the field „visual arts and 
conservation of works of art” 

P8S_KK1  
 

Lab Classes Art practice, 
carrying out 
an art  
project: visual 
essay) 
 

LEARNING FORMAT – NUMBER OF HOURS 
Semester 

(n0.) 

Lectures Seminars 

 

Lab classes 

 

Internships others ECTS 

I-VIII –  240   24 
METHODS OF INSTRUCTION 

 
Art projects, text analysis and discussion 



 COURSE CONTENT   
Course content is developed on the basis of a doctoral student personal research plan and his area of interest. 
These include the following 

- Visuality of text 
- Artists statements and manifestos; artists on art. 
- Socially engaged art, art activism 
- Art agency 
- Visual text, visual essays, developing a new language for an Anthropocene  
- Poor images; from surrealists to post-internet aesthetics  
- Images, objects, and commodities. Capitalism and art. 
- Art as an emancipation project 
- Rites and ceremonies as metaphors of existence 

 
COURSE ASSESSMENT CRITERIA 

 
The pass mark is an active participation in the seminar consisting in asking questions and conducting a 
substantive discussion on the presentation of the research results presented during the seminar 
Credit with grade. 
The condition to receive the credit is presentation of artwork produced during the semester, also knowledge 
from the field of visual arts, interdisciplinarity, mastering scientific style of writing and creativity and originality 
of artwork.  
Art project: visual essay. 
Visual essay is a combination of text and original artwork. Inspired by intuition or intellect, images don’t illustrate 
but contribute to narrative; images provide the meaning that words cannot express. The term “images” is 
understood broadly (photograps, drawing, moving image etc.) The text should be written in scientific style 
(footnotes, bibliography) and demonstrate the knowledge of both old and contemporary art; the reference to 
the humanities and the sciences are advisable (literature, music, theatre, anthropology etc.) if relevant to the 
chosen topic. 
The length of the essay: 7 000- 10 000 characters with spaces. Images (in pdf format) should be 1/3 to ½ of the 
whole document. 
Grade 5: 
The essay meets all the requirements 
Grade +4/4: 
The essay meets all formal  requirements but lacks independence of thought or originality of artwork, or despite 
interesting content has some formal shortcomings  
Grade 3 
The essay shows considerable formal shortcomings or/and lacks independence of thought or originality of 
artwork 
Grade 2 (fail) 
Lack of essay or it doesn’t meet the above requirements  
 
 

TOTAL PhD STUDENT WORKLOAD REQUIRED TO ACHIEVE THE INTENDED LEARNING 
OUTCOMES 

– NUMBER OF HOURS AND ECTS CREDITS 
Activity Number of hours 

Scheduled course contact hours 240 

Other contact hours involving the teacher (consultation hours, 
examinations) 

40 

Non-contact hours – student`s own work (preparation for 
classes or examinations, project, etc.) 

320 






